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1 P.R.’ 

Possibly we are not from his acceptance of the term 
are not Christians _ ^ no where could more earnest and faithful 
“Christian.” but of Christ be found, and to us the good man “ who 
followers of the ' ip, "» stands for a higher, nobler example than any 
was tempted hke _ ' of Jesus C an ever do. On most other points ] 

supernatural inte P ^ ^ writer It grieves one to think how little 
fel Vms^vHue die privilege of themselves imparting religious teaching to 

their children. ^ wjthout telling you how I enjoy the Review and 

1 C 1 of Measure it is to me, and congratulating you on the well- 
what a sour P atten ds all vour efforts for the good of our children. 

Erfss..-i admire ' !,nd r ' spect ,he spirit of ,rue freedom 

thought which pervades your acts and works 


Dear Editor,— Premising that what is described as ‘‘Childrens 
Poetry” is roughly to be divided into two classes— subjective poetry and 
objective poetry— E. V. Lucas (Fortnightly Review for September) con- 
siders that the existing anthologies fail in being largely composed of the 

former, with which children have no sympathy. “ Blake sang of childhood 
in the abstract, and to men and women whose hearts are right he is a 
fount of pure joy; but children care nothing for childhood in the abstract, 
and well for them that it is so.” So, too, Wordsworth. “The child’s 
anthology should amuse and delight from first page to last; it should, 
although not itself poetry, stand for poetry in the minds of its young 
readers, and convince them that poetry is a good thing and a pleasant, 
and thus, instead of being indifferent to it — or, worse, prejudiced against 
it— they would be prepared for the time when, like Aurora Leigh, they 
‘chanced’ (as all of us should) upon the poets in reality. To a mind that 
is not ready for it poetry presents few attractions, and these are diminished 
rather than augmented by the encomiastic statements of relatives and 
instructors. . . . How many of us there are who have been kept from the 
right attitude towards certain poems for no other reason than that in our 
young days we were incessantly called upon to learn or admire them ! If* 
however, we had been given a volume of verse of the kind we were ready 
lo enjoy, which, as I have said, stood for poetry, in our minds, we should 
have known no such barriers.” 


Should history be taught backwards?” is the question discussed by 
Sir Roland Wilson in the Contemporary for September. The article is 
valuabie, especially the specimen lecture he gives, which could not fail in 
u._ lands to be most interesting and instructive to a class of advanced 
p pi s w o have already acquired some knowledge of history, but when 
ne nes mentally to apply the same method to the teaching of one’s one 
problematical SOn ’ ^ d ^ culties seem insuperable and the gain 

carefallv art * c ^ es t * le October magazines that must be 

of them. The f \ educat ’ onal i st > ar >d I can only refer briefly to some 

attack on the “ P Ki° attention will, doubtless, be the spirited 

on the Publ.c School Product ” in the New Review, by A. V • 


in 
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Ready, in which he says that the education 
(so called because they are open to the wealthW^la^ “ pub )! c ” schools 

public, and teach chiefly athletics) is a pure farce andthT “hi "? 10 ^ 

incommensurate with the cost. They succeed a f e result ludicrously 
of the boys is concerned, in neither of the two’ ma k* ** 'T 
the formation of character and the instilling of useU kn“wlig^SdS 
stnetures are borne out by a passage in Augustus Hare’s Renfin scences 
where he describes his own education at school and at Oxford as nothTng 
but “ a waste of £4,000 and fourteen years ” * 

In the Nineteenth Century Mr. Acland discusses the late Education 
Bill, and offers suggestions. The conclusion he arrives at is that the 
proposed decentralization of elementary education was a mistake and 
that this should be left, as now, in the hands of the central authorities 
but that secondary education might with advantage be controlled by local 
bodies and subsidized by them without assistance from imperial funds. 

But the most weighty and thoughtful article is that by Mr. W. K. Hill, 
in the Contemporary, on “ Modern Ideals of Education.” The object of 
all our school teaching is lofty and is universally acknowledged, but “ it is 
just in that universality of acknowledgment that the mischief lies. It is 
such a common-place, this ideal, that no one ever thinks about it. And, 
therefore, it is that almost everyone has forgotten to aim at it.” I cannot 
do justice to this article in a brief summary, and would advise all serious 
educationalists to study the complete article. Pater Junior 

P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss Frances Blogg, Sec., 28, Victoria Street, S. W. 

To whom Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

Arrangements are being made to start Branches of the P.N.E.U. in 
the following places during the coming season : 

Harrow. 

Ilicley. 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Chichester. 

Ealing. 

Sec., pro tom.. Mrs. Powell, Great Bentley 

Vicarage. 

Nottingham. 


Readers of the Parents' Review living in 


these districts, or having 


friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 

BELGR„,A.-Lec.t,res are SSff for November and^ce™^. 
an d also several classes, of which notice has been * 
vol. vii. — no. 9. 
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T . aND Bayswater— Hon. Sec., Mrs. Franklm, 9 , p em . 
Hyde * home Thursday mornings). A meeting will be held 

bridge Gardens > . \ ■ digh Square (by kind permission of Mrs. Betts) 

on Nov. nth. a 37. g dmondS( B .l)., Canon of Exeter, will lecture on “The 
when the Kev. - j- Aris totle in their transit from East to West,” 

Vicissitudes of Plato^ M .A., in the chair. On December Ioth , 

Mr? Clement Parsons will lecture on “ A child’s introduction to Poetry, ” 


*! rS = Unlock P at 14. Dawson Place (by kind permission of Mrs. M. S. 
W lev! Mrs’ T Hobson in the chair. The following classes have been 
arranged particulars of days and fees from Mrs. Franklin, 9, Pembroke 
Gardens: Brush-drawing, Sloyd, Swedish Drill, 1'onic Sol-fa, French 


Gardens: — Brush-drawing, -- - 

Games French (Mdlle. Dunaux), German, Hockey. 

Hampstead and St. John’s Wood.— The opening meeting of the 
Autumn Session was held on Wednesday evening, October 14th, when 
Dr. Schofield read a paper on “The Development of the Unconscious 
Mind.” Dr. Abbott, who presided, introduced the lecturer, and referred 
to his work in connection with Hygiene. Dr. Schofield then opened his 
address by remarking that the mind might be said to consist of two parts, 
the conscious and the unconscious. The unconscious mind was the more 
important of the two, because it was there that habits were formed, and 
habits have been well described as the railroad of character. Most habits 
were formed before fifteen years of age, and hence the importance of this 
subject in the training of children. Even moral qualities might be formed 
as mental habits, thus a habit of accuracy in speech and observation 
inevitably leads to truthfulness. Habits once formed had immense influence 
over life, and it was far better to educate and form character by the 
unconscious operation of good habits than by the attempted application 
of precept. It was in times of crisis that the usefulness of good habits 
was most felt, as the unconscious mind would then perform acts which the 
conscious mind would be unable to determine upon. This was why a 
ar ened soldier could pass through ordeals which the recruit, though 
va^naW raVC ’ could not face. After the paper Dr. Abbott made some 
were owT* 8 ’ 3 r d questions were as ked by several members. There 
larver atte A ° present- ^ be wet evening undoubtedly prevented a 
the °p C “ b “ n **»• E. L. Fran^n ga,e an 
meeting- will u 1^ ^- N -E.U. offers to its members. ” The next 

invitation of the at the Wgh Sch ° o1 ’ b * ** 

Educational Uses of the N Gmld ’ when S,r J- Flt ch will lecture on ‘‘The 
Woodford aL VV AN smZ tT?' Gal,ery -" 

gave a lecture on “ N„ u ° n 0clobe r26th Dr. Catherine Wickham 
of Mrs. Arnold Hills) rSer ^ yf»iene, at Monkhams (by kind permission 
Clapham.— The first r a- 

October 1 2th at the p dlng circle of the session was held on 
Greene). The concluding 7 (by kind P ermis sion of the Rev. C. P. 
discussed. A lecture & Chapter of “ Home Education ” was read and 
Dulwich. — Mrs p ra S i5- Ven ° n October 22nd by John Jackson, Esq. 
(by kind permission of M gaVe a lecture on October 6th, at Belair 
t0 its members,” Mr. G r n Spicer )> on “ What the P.N.E.U. offers 

hiteley in the chair. On October 28th, 
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Mademoiselle Duriaux gave a lec7~ " 

kind permission of Miss Cooper^ on^ ° ulwich Hi ^ h School (bv 
December 1st, Mrs. Jackson will s "i, Lan f a &c Teaching.” 0 n 

writing,” at Hillsboro, Alleye Park (bv P kinH °" 6 “ a YPeae of Hand- 

A brush-work class is being arranged P er mission of Mrs. Mallinson) 
Finchley. The work of the new session 
when Professor Sully gave an address on •« c Commenc ed on October 15th, 
at Biana (by kind permission of Mrs Tm-„ 1 aspects of child study,” 
READING.-Hon. Sec., Wm. Salmon o / a c 
was held on September 26th, at the resfd’ L don Street - A meeting 
Portland Place, when Miss E. C. Polls ° r ' Eleanor Warner, 
“Co-education.” The annual meeting n f \if' u gaVe an address 
November, when the report of the Executive ’r branch wil1 be held >• 
Account will be presented and thp r ommittee and Treasurer’s 

annual .nce.ing J? the SiSf C'nJZZll T 7 Th ' 

of November or the beginning of Dor k , ke p * ace about the end 

re* 

at s^u^io^by kind^pt 1 r )niss^,f(j aS ^ 1 ]() d ^d’dress 3 was 

Mr 

with some remarks on the nature of life,” Dr. Niven ; February trd-“ The 
nurture and admonition of the Lord,” by Rev. G. E. Frewer ; February 
25th- Professions for girls,” Mrs. Francis Steinthal ; April rrd- 
Children’s books,” Rev. T. B. Burrows, M.A. 

Scarborough— A lecture was given on October 15th, by Miss Barnett, 
on “ Education out of school.” The annual meeting- of this branch will 
be held in November, when Mrs. Boyd Carpenter will give the address 
Other lectures announced are: November 1 8th — “Brush-drawing and 
design,” Mrs. Steinthal; December 3rd — “Some phases of religious 
teaching,” the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Hull. 

Folkestone. — The first meeting- of this session was held on October 
15th, when Mrs. Franklin gave an address on “ What the P.N.E U. helps 
us to do for our children.” November 17th — “Teaching of language,” 
Mademoiselle Duriaux, with demonstration; December 3rd — “Training 
and inheritance,” Miss F.. Barnett. 

Leeds. — Hon. Sec., Mrs. Arthur Smithells. A course of Natural History 
lectures was given by Miss Simpson in the Spring. In connection with 
the lectures, a Children’s Natural History Exhibition was held in July. 
The children appeared to take pleasure in this exhibition, and their 
exhibits showed a real interest in the work. To avoid numerous objects 
°f the same kind being displayed, the work was planned out among the 
children. Thus one little girl undertook to show the various ways in 
which plants climb ; on the portion of table allotted to her were beautiful 
hving sprays of Virginia creeper, clematis, honeysuckle, &c. Two little 
b °ys made their table attractive by their show of the fruits of trees. 
Another group of children showed examples of the leaves of British trees. 
p he little ones brought bunches of wild flowers in some cases ; the flowers 
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7 separately, each with its label attached, 
freshly gathered ware ^ the natural orders of flowering 

The older children undertook to another ^ dande l 10 n, and so on. 

plants ; thus one took the nettl f V tQ the childre n, especially 

Some of the living animals »er 8 and pond snails . There were some 

newts and silkworms, water in and als0 s0 „ie beautiful pressed 

good drawings of the leaves j^ rs> Francis Steinthal spoke to the 

flowers and other objects of mt - sed ^ formation of a Natural 

parents and children presen , V was warmly seconded and 

History Club for children. ildre ^ s N atural History Club has since 
carried unanimously. 1 he wi n be held fortnightly throughout 

r ^ 'November 

^* 7 — Th<^ Hon r Mr^ Ly ttleton will read a paper on “The home training 
of boys and girls ir . their ‘ teens V ^ ^ winter session was held on 
Octobe^ 14th, "when Miss E. A. Barnett gave an address on “ Education 

iv.-The first lecture to this branch was given by Mrs. Franklin 

on October 29th, at “ The Springs,” on “ Thel^rmationofgoodHabits.n 
children.” Other meetings arranged are: °n Hovember a^th a 3^ , 
Miss Sturge will speak on “The psychology of attention, ^engairn 
Grove Road (by kind permission of Mrs. Barkei) , on eC( ' m . ’ , 

3.30, Dr. Craigmile will lecture on “ Health and physical education ot 

children,” at the High School, Manor Road. 

Edinburgh.— Hon. Sec., Mrs. Berry Hart, 29, Charlotte Square ]e 
opening address, on October 19th, by John Strachan, Esq., M. m ° 
subject, “The position of play in a system of rational education, wi e 
followed on November 20th by a lecture on “Child study, by Join 
Gunn, Esq., M.A., D.Sc. (by the kind invitation of Mrs. Freeland Barham), 
the meeting will be held at 4, Charlotte Square ; John Kerr, Esq., M.A., 
LL.D , will preside. Lectures have been arranged for the months ot 
January, February and March. Programmes may be had from the Hon. 
Sec Classes for the teaching of Sloyd (cardboard) and Brush-drawing 
to children will commence in November. 

ILKLEY. — Hon Sec., pro tem.> Mrs. Francis Steinthal, Wharfemead. 
Miss Simpson, of the Yorkshire College, gave a lecture on “ Seed scatter 
ing,” to children, on October 13th. About a hundred were present, and 
the interest taken in the subject was so great that all but five stayed for 
the second, or students’ class. An exhibition will be held on November 
14th, of leaves, drawings, brush -drawings, seeds, &c., collected and 
drawn by the children. 

Richmond and Kew. — Hon. Sec., p>ro tem, y Mrs. D. H. Scott, Old 
alace. It has been arranged to open this Branch on November 10th. 
E\ bridge. The opening of this Branch took place on October 24th. 
erby.— Hon. Sec., pro tem. y Mrs. lohnson, Little Over Hill, dhis 
branch was started on October 30th. 

No^°^T lhe meet ' n & f° r ^e inauguration of this Branch is fixed f° r 
7 n. bur particulars apply to Mrs. Mirrlees, Redlands, Glasgow. 
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the flute-player. 


IIe paused a while unnn 

And The kin i? d0WnWard throu ^ 0 ^T^rk d d e ;scried 
The village windows, evening stare ,A 

Gleams from a Paradise to him denied. ° me ’ 

A snowy flake, the firstling of its flight, 

1- lew to his lips. « It is the kiss of night, 

The welcome to her gusty revelries,” 
e said, then turned toward the homeless height. 

And, as he turned, the storm leapt suddenly 
Upon him, smote him white from neck to knee, 
And round his tingling ears and in his eyes 
Bashed like the spindrift of a reeling sea. 


Onward he struggled, clutching to his breast, 
In the scant shelter of a tattered vest, 

His flute, the silver consort of his grief, 
Ihe sweet interpreter of life’s unrest. 


Onward he struggled till at last he fell, 
Breathless and blind, too weary to rebel 

Against the stern insistence of his doom, 

And ready to meet death with “ It is well.” 

I hen came the irony that haunts us still ; 

Hie storm passed southward, weakening in its will, 
And from their heaven the pale, unruffled stars 
Looked on the white-robed silence of the hill. 
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